

*1 think we should be men and 
subjects afterward. It is not 
desirable to cultivate a respect for 
the law, so much as for the right/ 

H. D. THOREAU. 
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■COTf AT 10Ns that opened 
^^leiT this M'epit could aflect the 
( 0 iic and political future of the 
f(e world hup after the Berlin 
has been forgotten." Thus 
a correspondent of the New 
Timeg describing the signifi- 
of the meeting of (he members 
-.•Common Market in Brussels 
3011 th. at which Britains’ ap- 
liion for admission was to be 
idercd. Since for the New York 
.and the Press in general the 
rcrisis brought the world as 
trlhe brink as any crisis in the 
I'ar years, the comment as to 
Drtunce of the developments 
Ilommon Market negotiations 
efore all the more significant, 
as we are concerned it has 
ed to us that the Berlin “crisis” 
een much overrated and the 
implications of the Common 
ft jundereslimated. 

vrote in August that the EEC 
Bean Economic Community or - 
|on Market) was a “scheme to 
|idate the capitalist system”. 
\'ew York Times writer fore- 
aat “if the Common Market 
and if Britain gets in. some- 
tike a new European super¬ 
may be the result—at least 
[fconomic superpower”. Of 
Se, as he points out, there arc all 
tof difficulties to overcome: in 
asc of Britain alone the number 
I matters to be settled is “several 
te”, and among the Six them¬ 
es there is the possibility that 
^: of progress on the questions of 
riculture may well prevent them 
^m passing on to the “Second 
age" of the Conunon Market due 
start in the New Year. But this 
not surprising for though the par- 
lyicipanls have one thing in common 
-to defend and to consolidate if 
assible the capitalist system—they 
jare,^lLconcemed with ensuring that 
in.'melbng term, if not immediately, 
iieir individual interests will prosper 
,by whatever decisions are taken. 

To say that capitalists are loyal 
to their class is as untrue as to say 
that workers are loyal to theirs. It 
is noteworthy that both the trades 
union organisations and the em¬ 
ployers’ organisations are numeri¬ 
cally strongest in times of so-called 


Common Market 
or Community 


“prosperity", that is when demand 
exceeds supply, and weakest during 
slumps and trade recessions. And 
the reason is an obvious one. In 
times of “prosperity” the unions 
can press demands for better con¬ 
ditions and increased rales of pay 
which the employers are prepared to 
accede to because they are riding 
the crest of a sellers’ market. And 
it is in the interests of the employers 
to co-operate among themselves to 
keep up the price of the commodi¬ 


ties they produce. So tong as all 
concerns arc working to capacity it 
is foolish to cut prices—that is to 
compete with one another. Hence 
the “rings", But when, on the other 
hand there is a recession in trade, 
when plant is not being worked to 
capacity, when large numbers of 
workers are idle, the unions become 
less demanding themselves, and the 
employees’ associations less co-oper¬ 
ative. 

Many of the skilled workers who 


belter 

who 


TO SIT 


Saturday. December 9th, ihou- 
^ sands of people will be demanst rat¬ 
ing against nuclear weapons. The 
method they have chosen for their de¬ 
monstration is that of the ‘sit down\ 
Critics of the Committee of 100 
attack this method as irresponsible, 
showing a disrespect for the law, a lack 
of citizenship, undemocratic tendencies 
or a predisposition to mob action—or to 
repeal a really horrid swear-word 
^"anarchic". At its best they claim the 
sh down is doing nothing. 

Campaigns against nuclear disamm- 
tnent have fallen into three categories 
with some mixture of motives and mem¬ 
bership. One object of a campaign is 
to form a pressure group to make the 
government or the opposition (which is 
felt, for some mysterious reason, to be 
more sympathetic and effectivei revise 
its policy on nuclear arms. This is to 
be done through the ballot-box. An¬ 
other objecl is to secure publicity for 
the aims and objects of the campaign. 
This is done by staging demonstralions 
so huge or unconventional that the mass 
media are forced to lake notice. The 
third object (a little more obscure and 
rarely achievedj is ‘direct action" in 
which the action itself is direclly related 


LESS FOOD, MORE MONEY 


“J^ECORD Trade in Wheat” is 
the headline to a news item in 
[ the Guardiim, reporting the recent 
ij, fneeting of the Intermtional Wheat 
^Council in London. According to 
pthc Council the outlook for 1961-62 
I indicates some alleviation in the 
i world wheal situation* with trade 
i likely to reach record levels and 
I stocks declining substantially for the 
I first time in four years. 

I Should the reader imagine that the 
. hungry millions of South America* 
j Africa, and Asia are at last being 
I given some of the surpluses, he is 
only showing how ingenuous we lay- 
jmen can be. 

I "These prospective improvements in 
'iihc world supply-demand position " the 
'Council said “are. however, almost cn- 
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know they cun negnliate a 
contract with an employer* 
know's their worth, than their Union 
which will attempt to negotiate on 
a national basis and in terms of the 
economic situation in industry' as a 
whole and not of particular enter¬ 
prises. will leave the unions. S o too 
will unskilled workers who in the 
struggle to earn a living to keep 
their families alive will be prepared 
to work at a lower rate than that 
lixed b> the onion.s. Similarly the 


lirdy due to weather factors which re¬ 
sulted in a sharp fall in production in 
1961 in Canada, smaller crops in the 
United Slates and many countries of 
Western Europe and the increased im¬ 
port requirements of mainland China* 

“While it is loo early to forecast the 
level of wheat production in 1962, it 
flhould be noted that the conditions for 
winter wheat in the United States and 
western Europe arc generally favourable. 

“But in the hard spring wheal area of 
Canada and the United Stales moisture 
reserves are exceptionally low. At the 
saric time, the new United Stales wheat 
production programme to reduce the 
wheat acreage could have important 
effects by way of smaller supplies. 

“As a consequence, the large stocks 
which have overshadowed the worliJ 
wheat market rn recent years are likely 
to be closer to the world requirements 
particularly as far as quality wheats are 
concerned.-’ 

Not, surely, “closer to world re¬ 
quirements” but closer to “demand” 
backed by the ability to pay in hard 
cash. The starving millions are still 
starving; their requirements arc still 
for food, but so far as the 33 mem¬ 
ber countries of the Wheat Council 
are concerned these millions of 
hungry mouths don’t come into 
their calculations* 


IS NOT TO SIT BACK 


to the project. Unfortunately a great 
deal of what passes for direct action is 
purely symbolic in its performance and 
even that seems to some to be invalid¬ 
ated by the custom of informing and 
co-operating with police and authorities. 

A fourth object of the campaign which 
seems to he gradually being realized is 
the dTeci upon the individual lakrrtg 
part* By his aflkmalion of his inlcn- 
tion not lo co-operaie in the farce of 
nuclear defence or horror of nuclear 
aggression* the individual can learn 
vain able lessons. 

"Doing nothing'’ when the world is 
full of insane activities is very often the 
sanest thing one can do. Bombs arc 
not dropped (or invented)* concentration 
camps are not staffed, armies do not 
march w^ithoui individuals who do these 
things; the world could be saved by dis 
obedience “Good men do not obey the 
laws loo well”. 

The basis of the philosophies of 
Thoreau. of Tolstoy* of Gandhi and of 
many others rest upon the ideas of non- 
resistance, non-violent resistance and 
non-co-operation* 

Many of us cannot go all the way 
with the believers in non-resistance. 
Gandhi has formuJaled it as the “law of 
conscious suffering”. It is felt that such 
doctrines have within them a streak of 
masochism. Jt is inevitable that there 
should be what is called “martyrdom" 
in supporting any unpopular cause, but 
one’s love of life should be too great 
to voluntarily embrace “martyrdom”. 
Persecution comes soon enough without 
“asking for it". 

if we reject nuclear weapons, and 
even if we adopt a policy of neutrality 
it is possible that we will be invaded by 
the Russians, or by the Americans (both 
of course with the best of motives^ to 
maintain security* 

Methods of direct action will be as 
effective as we can make them; against 
the British authorities as against the 
Russians* or against the Americans. 

They have proved their value in India 
against the British, in Norway and Den¬ 
mark against the Germans and in many 
other countries and times. 

The methods of direct action include 
strikes, sabotage and the boycoit which 
can be used for conflicts on the indus¬ 
trial* political and personal levels. They 
can be elevated to the reiigio-mystical 
realms of ahintMi hartef and saiygrtiha 
or take such sordid forms as rent-strikes 
or lax-rcfusaL 

pirecl action has been employed in 
differing forms and with different degrees 
of success by the Land League in 
Ireland, the suffragettes in England, the 
abolitionists in America, the unemployed 
in England in the later Thirties, and the 
negroes in the Southern States in the late 
'fifties. 


Sitting down is not sitting back and 
“doing nothing". The five*>early rush 
to the ballot-box as Thoreau says. 
*‘{s u sort of gaming, tike chet/ners or 
hackgammon, h7V// a sfighi moral tingt* 
to it, a playing .with right and wrong, 
with marai questiom; and hefting natur¬ 
ally accompanies it. The rharaefer of 
the voters is not staked. / cast my vote, 
perchance, as / think right: hat / am not 
vitally concerned that that right should 
prevail. I am willing to lea\'e it to the 
maioriiy. Its ohtigtumn, therefore, never 
exceeds that of expedimey. Even voting 
for the right is doing nothing for it. 
It is only expressing to men feehiy your 
desire that it slrndd prevail. A wise 
man will not leave the right to the mercy 
of chance, nor wish It to prevail through 
the power of the majorify. There is hut 
little virtu* in the action of the masses 
of men. fkVtrit the motor it y shall at 
length vote for the ahoUtion of slavery, 
it will be because they are imli0erent to 
slavery, or because there is but little 
slavery left to he abolished hy their vote. 

Slavery was abolished nol by the vote 
or by the Civil War, but by the indivi¬ 
duals who refused to held slaves, or lo 
pay taxes, or helped runaway slaves. In 
the same way nuclear weapons will be 
abolished by the philosophy of direct 
action* the keystone of anarchism. 

J.R. 


cniployers themselves in the scram* 
blc lo get cotiiracLs will leave the 
“rings* *aml slash prices. Capitalists 
arc always talking uf “healthy com¬ 
petition”, yet Ti IS Ihc last thing they 
t>elievc in. Or, more accurately, 
they iTclicne in competition as a 
powerful weapon to elimittate cotn^ 
petilors in their field of business. 
Any scIf-rcspctTing capitalist must 
feel the need to “go forward”, to 
“expand”. If his plant is operating 
to capacity he must either expand, 
by new building and new etjuipmenl, 
or absorb someone clsc’s plant. 
And the latter involving the much 
publicised “take-over bid”, has the 
advantage that in increasing your 
produclivc capacity you have at the 
same time secured an existing mar¬ 
ket a w'ell as having eliminated a 
“competitor”! 

★ 

|\JOW, the European Economic 
Community, or Common Mar¬ 
ket IS, fHtr exceKnwe. a capitalist 
device to con'^^'jlidate the capitalist 
system as such and at the same Ufiie 
to control proiluction. For is it not 
clear that if within the Coniniiin 
Market nations all tariff barriers are 
removed. priLC (all other things 
being equal) will decide the ability of 
a manoLcturcr, or a farmer* to con¬ 
tinue in pnxluciion? Indeed, the 
economist, Graham Hutton, writing 
Jn The (hidlengc tpf iMrtfpe (a 
Fmtmdai Times publication) points 
out that 

When BnUin join' (the C mmum M - 
ket] her I'ndustrrr^ iind firms will n^»f 
only have to took at her new ccnnt»rr3:c 
allies’ costs and prices, as shown up m 
our home market and in rheirs . . 
[ihcy] will also have (o look at these 
allies’ costs and our own, to determine 
whether production of ihi* or that 
should be more concenirutcd in the 
United Kingdom or wrthin the conunen- 
tat European Economic Community 

Not only does it almost invariably 
mean that the smaller industrial 
units will be either absorbed by their 
big brothersf!) or driven out of 
business through inability to “com¬ 
pete”, but the possible disappear¬ 
ance of whole industries may well 
result in growing unemployment fa 
situation which, as we pointed out 
last week, docs not alarm us so long 
as the people concerned have free 
access to the meaas of life!) Curious- 

Cofitlnued on pege 3 


Scapegoat Politics in Sweden 


^IQUEL GRACA* a negro student 
from Portuguese Angola living in 
this country, has found himself being 
stuffed into the cannons of Sweden’s 
political party antagonisms. The auth¬ 
orities here have tried lo force him to 
sign a paper saying that the child of a 
Swedish girl is his. He refused this* and 
the girl's father wrote a letter to the 
Foreigners’ Commission (organization 
control ling and giving visas), complain* 
ing— although the contents of the letter 
were stamped ’secret to the public and 
press'. The Commission’s board* con¬ 
sisting of about eight people including 
an ambassador, Chief of Police* and a 
very strong member of the Moral Re- 
armament movement who happens to be 
the Chief of the Commission—decided 
that the student must be deported. 

The Liberal evening paper Expre.ssen 
took up the case (although not without 
some political motive) and defended the 
student's “rights" to stay in the country* 
Revealing the fact that a firing squad 
was awaiting him if they put him on a 
plane to Portugal. He claimed political 
asylum. He also staled that the Com¬ 
mission already knew this. Also in an 
article to the same paper he mentioned 


that his experiences during his stay in 
this country was like living in a dictator¬ 
ship or police state* Frightened* be¬ 
wildered into saying that he "didn’t feel 
discriminated against and that there was 
no race prejudice in Sweden", he needed 
his visa badly* Forced to choose be¬ 
tween the executioner and a bourgeois 
education here. 

The Liberals have now turned this into 
a political fight and accuse (rightly so) 
the Social Democratic Government of 
racial discrimination* In an editorial 
they put twelve que^ions to Prinse Min¬ 
ister and Minister of Interior complain¬ 
ing of the treatment of "foreigners" in 
iunf.<se 01 Jiaqi pue .iJiunoa ^qi 

in spite of race, religion or poluk^ 
opinion. This question wilj no doubt 
turn into a lively and amusing debate 
when Sweden's political hypocrites start 
throw ing their din when the Government 
opens its session tomorrow. 

There can not be more than a handful 
of coloured people in this country, but 
they certainly intend making use of their 
propaganda value to satisfy the needs of 
the stinking fish of Swedish par'y 
politics ■' 




















APPt^Al- for amnesty l%l is 
jmcrnational organisation, formed after 
the publication of an article in the 
Ohjer^-^'f last May. whose aim is to 
lecurc the release of all political pristm- 
ers Throufhoui the world. Its chief 
weapons arc a library containing details 
ot all known poiilicai prisoners, which 
is expected to contain more than a mib 
lion names, and a regular newspaper 
called /Ininmy, which is an English 
fortnightly ai ihe momeni but will be 
a myllilingiial weekly soon. The organ- 
isaiion“Whose address, if you arc intcr- 
esied. IS 1 Mitre Court Buildings. The 
Temple. London E.C.4—was launched 
by Peter Benenson, the English lawyer 
and Labour candidate W'ho also launched 
Justice*’ (the British Section of the 
Inicmaiional Commission of Jurists) five 
years ago. who wrote the original 
Ohirnw article and has now wrilien a 
short Penguin Special called Penecution 
1961 I Penguin Books. 2/6d.). 

This book tells the story of nine vic¬ 
tims of political pcrsecuiion: 

Maurice Audin, the French Algerian 
communist mathematician who was arres¬ 
ted in Algiers on 11 June 1957, imerro- 
gated and tortured by paras at El-Biar, 
and aimosl certainly killed by them ten 
days after his arrest, though he was re¬ 
ported to have escaped and is still 
officially alive. The French authorities 
of the Fourth and Fifth Republics alike 
have taken care to prevcnl any proper 
investigation of his disappearance, and 
have not ventured to proceed against 
those who have publicly accused them 
of complicity in his murder, 

Ashton Jones, the American Congrega- 
tionalist minister from a poor-white 
family in Georgia who for thirty years 
has been preaching in the open as Fox 
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Mfe can supply 

ANY book in print. 

Al-w out-of-print books seardied lor 
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books. (Please supply pubJisber^s name 
if possibleL 
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CHEAP EDITIONS 
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Hanley Withers 3/^ 
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Quincy Howe 4/- 

A Prophet of the Soul 
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John Raddo: Social Kefonner 

J, A. Hobvvn 7^6 

The Quinti^iue of Socialism 
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Enric^* Fern 3/6 
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F. L Green 3/- 
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Chapman Fincher 3/- 
The State and ibe Saik>D 
Edward Jenks 3/- 
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Gertrude Williamv 4/- 
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Ch. Lctoumcau 4/6 
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and W'esicy did, travelling first on fool 
and then in a brightly-paineed van all 
over the USA and in South America, 
Europe and (he Far East as well. Being 
a well known opponcm of racial segre^ 
gation, he look pari in a stUin at a 
Dallas Uincheoii'coumcr in Spring 1%0, 
after which he w^as imprisoned as a 
vagrant for 14 days in Marshal], Texas, 
and for 60 days in Shreveport, Louisiana, 
and was severely beaten up at least seven 
limes while in custody by both jailers 
and prisoners; he was also shot at in 
January 1961, at Jackson, Mississippi 
(the town where dozens of Freedom 
riders were arrested in May). 

AGOSTiNHO Neto, almost ihe only 
Angolan poet and doctor^ who was im¬ 
prisoned for a few weeks in 1952 and 
again from February 1955 to June 1957^ 
while studying in Portugal, and has been 
detained on Santo Aniao in the Cape 
Verde islands since June I960, when he 
was arrested and publicly flogged out¬ 
side his surgery (the crowd that gathered 
afterwards was fired on and at least 
thirty people were killed). Since then 
of course, the bitter Angolan rising has 
begun. 

Patrick Duncan, the crippled son of the 
first South African Governor of South 
Africa, who has been a Judicial Com¬ 
missioner and an Assistant District 
Commissioner in Basutoland, but in 1952 
joined the campaign against apartheid 
as a leader first of the Passive Resistance 
Movement and then of the Liberal Party, 
and as the editor of the Liberal maga¬ 
zine Contact. He has been in prison 
ibrec times for these activities (though 
he missed the Treason Trial), and in 
March 1961^ he was banned from attend¬ 
ing any meeting for five years, 

Olca IviNSKAYA. Pasternak's friend — the 
model for Lara Gishar in Dr. 2/uvogo— 
and his literary collaborator and execu¬ 
tor, who was arrested in 194S and sent 
to Siberia from 1949 to 1953 for shield¬ 
ing him (this was during Stalin's final 
anti-Semitic phase). She was released 
and rchabil hated after Stalin's death, but 
in August 1960 she was arrested again 
and four monihs later semenced to eight 
years' imprisonment for alleged currency 
offences connected with Pasternak's 
Western royalties (which amount to 
more than half a million pounds); her 
22-year -0 id daughter, Irina Ycm ilia nova, 
got three years for alleged complicity. 
The real reason for ibis behaviour is of 
course that Pasternak was too big for 
the Russian authorities to punish as they 
would have liked, but when he died In 
May 1960, they could vent their spile on 
his closest friends, A further possible 
reason seems to be that he left an un¬ 
finished dramatic trilogy and Olga I Vin¬ 
skaya has refused to give her approval 
to its political expurgation, just as Pas- 
lernak himself had always refused to 
expurgate his own work while he was 
still alive. 

Luis Taruc, the socialist leader of the 
Huk guerrillas of Luzon, a Philippine 
mixture of Fidel Castro and Mao Tse- 
tung who resisted the Japanese during 


ihc war and the Americans and pro- 
American Filipinos tiftcr it. He was 
arrested by ihc Americans iwict in 194L 
and has been in prison since he was 
hei rayed lo ihc Philippine aulhoritics in 

1954, serving concurrent life semcnccs. 
Constantin Nchca, the Rumaman trans¬ 
cendental philosopher who has been un¬ 
able to publish any of his books since 
ihe war, was banished to Campalung in 

1955, and was sentenced to 25 years' 
imprisonment for alleged treason in 
1959. His real offence has been his 
complete inieilcciual mdepcridcnce, 
which is very similar to that of Paster¬ 
nak. 

Antonio Amat, the Spanish Basque law¬ 
yer and moderate socialist leader who 
was imprisoned from 1934 to 1945 for 
trying to join the French maquix and 
from 1951 to 1953 for opposition aciivi- 
ties, and was held without trial in the 
Carabanchel Prison of Madrid from 
November 1958 to May J961; he still 
hasn't been tried. He is lucky—there 
are thousands of people who have lived 
in Spanish prisons since the Civil War 
ended more than twenty-two ycai^ ago. 
Hu Feng, the Chinese poet and journal 
isL who was a favourite disciple of the 
great Lu Hsun and has been a lifelong 
Communist (for which he was imprison¬ 
ed in Japan for a lime in 1933). After 
many years of disapproval from bis 
fellow-writers and persecuiion from the 
Chinese authorities for his '‘subjectivism*' 
or “idealism’’—f.e. romantic individual- 
sm—he was imprisoned in Summer 1955 
after declining to make a sufficiently 
abject recantation of his heresy. 

Nine men; it is only a few minutes* 
w'Ork to double or treble that number 
from welt known names without really 
Irying. In Algeria, for example, you 
can lake lop people like Mohammed 
Bcn-Bella, the FLN leader who was in 
prison from 1949 until he escaped in 
1952 and has been inside again since he 
was kidnapped by the French on 22 
October 1956; or humble people like 
Djamila Boupacha, the young woman 
who has suUered hideous tortures at the 
bands of the parast being severely injur¬ 
ed when they impaled her on a bottle. 
There is of course Audios friend.Henri 
Alleg (real name Sallemj. the French 
Algerian (half-English) communist jour¬ 
nalist mcntiofied by Benenson who was 
arrested the day after Audin and tor¬ 
tured by paras at EI-Biar for a monih 
before being sent to the -Algiers civil 
prison, where he wrote La Question 
later in 1957. The book was published 
by Jerome Lindon of Les Editions dc 
Minuit in February 1958, and the fob 
lowing month won the distinction of 
being the first book banned in France 
for political reasons since the Revolu¬ 
tion. In June 1960, Alleg was sentenced 
to ten years' imprisonment, but in 
October 196J, he escaped from Rennes 
prison and is now in Prague. 

After la Question came La Gangrene, 
aUo published by Lindon, the accounts 
of six young Algerians tortured in Paris 
at the police station in the Rue des 
Saussaics during December 1958; the 


book wa^ published and banm'd in Jure 
1959. In Ihe English edition of Gang- 
r^ne »published by John Caldcr, as *> 1 *. 
Ihe Quest ion t, the second half was de¬ 
voted to the behaviour of the Bniish 
authorUks in Kenya. There: wav the 
story of Capi, Ernest l^w, the ftriular 
soldier who cmcrcd ihc Kenyan Prison 
Service after the War only to be kicked 
out in November 1955. after prok,urtg 
against the ilLircatmcni of May VLiu 
detainees in Nairobi prison (lomc of the 
80.000 held without trial after the 
Emergency), was himself detained with 
out trial from January to June 1958. in 
Kamjli prison, where he wiincvscd fur- 
ihcr airociliev. and was finally flown 
home penniless. There wav alto the 
story of the Hola massacre, which took 
place on 3 March 1959, while the Gov¬ 
ernment was still resisiing any inquiry 
into Law's complaints. 85 Mau Mau 
prisoners from the Hola Detention Camp 
being put to forced labour under the 
official "Cowan Plan" and eleven of 
them being beaten to death in the pro¬ 
cess. The Camp Comma ndam and 
Deputy Commandant were disciplined, 
but Mr. J. B. T. Cowan, Ibc author of 
the Plan, was awarded the M.B.E. the 
following June. 

The South Africans do prciiy well too, 
though they made the mistake of Icuing 
photographers catch them in the act. 
On 21 March 1960, eighty unarmed 
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jn 1954. And dio^n -,n Me 
are David AJfare Siqui^.irin the 
and I ilomeno Mala, iht journaJi 
have hvcn miprjsoncd iincc Ai 5 L_ 
ror ibeir part in a campaign for^ii 
lease of Ihfiuiandv *4 Mexican 
priioncn. This sort of thing it w. 
of what goes on behind the Iron 
where the three victims menth 
Benenwin arc by no meant the 
think of Wotfiang Harich, Ihc 
fin Profesaor of Social Scicncca 
sentenced to ten ycafC impnsjri 
March 1957, for hit rcvitionivl 
Tibor Ddry, the Hungarian wf5 
wat imprisoned after the 19:' 
and only released later becai 
loo many friends in the West, 

And all these are just the 
the names that get into the 
arc used as weapons in 
pilitical games. Even if they 
and liberty, their names will 
befed. But, as Eceicimsftcus 
“some there he which have 
laf, there are milhona; 


people were shot dead and hundred!! 
wounded at SharpevilJe and Langa, 

Compared lo this sort of thing, the the people who get ma>iacfcd 
treatment of the American freedom- and bombed and lurncd away 
riders in Montgomery, Alabama, on 20 
May 1961. seems unnecessarily lenient. 

At least the American authorities are 
officially against racial segregation^ In 
South Africa, the author (lies have 
managed to drive aimosl all decent men 
into prison or exile. Patrick Duncan 
by no means the only white man to have 
committed himself against apartheid. 

Michael Scott was imprisoned from June 
to October 1946, for joining Indian 
passive resistance demonstrations in 
Durban, and was given a suspended sen¬ 
tence in April 1947, for tiving in an 
African shanty town near Johannesburg; 
in 1951 he was declared a prohibited 
immigrant after his ouisUnding defence 
of the natives of South West Africa at 
the United Nations (and recently he has 
become a leader of the Direct Action 
Committee and Ihe Committee of !00 
in this counliy. going to prison several 
times.) Theri there ts Ronald Segal, who 
ran Africa South for years and only 
just managed to escape to England after 
SharpevilJe, For Ihc blacks there is 
Albert Luthuii. an elected Chief and the 
President-General of the banned African 
National Congress, who was one of the 
156 people arrested for the farcical 
Treason Trial five years ago, and has 
since then been bantshed, banned from 
attending meetings for five years in May 
1959, and arfested again after Sharpe- 
viik; now he has been given last year's 
Nobel Peace Pri^e. 

Jn what remains of the good old 
Commonwealth there is still Sheikh Ab- 


pilals and luncheon-counters 
ings, the village Hampdcni* 
inglorious Milions and Cromi 
lew of their countries' bItMxI, 
meek who should mhcrit the 
never do more than dig it. P( 
enson's little book is useful ai 
able, although it ii nither bad! 

—as hi$ introduction to fiouj 
(and there ri a horrible mu 
from Animal farm on p. 35j—I 
too short and ih range is loo 
A general survey of pohlrcaJ pt* 
all over the world, with all the 
would have had far more impact, 
ali, hardly any country is jni 
Even here in dear Ifitle Englarid ^ 
ful of people are in prison for peai 
political activity and the police 
a half-hearted imiiairon of therr F, 
coUcagues on 17 September, 1961. 
should give credit to Apps^i 
Amnesty for its honest attempt to 
up the whole dirty business of 
persecution; but we must recognise 
so far it is only a liberal nibble at 
thing that needs a great big radical Ofte. 
l! IS not enough to free individual 
prisoners—It is the practice of inipris< n- 
meni that is in question, arrd behind il 
the existence of political authority Itself. 
Think of tbe anonymous but real hero 
of Ernst von Salomon's recent book. The 
Captive^ who was held in prison from 
1923 to 1959 by the Weimar r^me. the 
Nazis and the American occupauon 
authorities. He is a symbol of us ail. 
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A MAJOR exhibition for those inter- 
ested in following the trends in 
contemporary painting is supplied by the 
Maiihicicn Gallery at 142 New Bond 
Sirect. WJ, They have given the whole 
of ihcir dog-leg shaped gallery over to 
the work of Charles Blackman and 
having cleaned up, financially, with the 
Nolan cxiii bilion, IceJ confident that 
they can repeat Iheir success. Like 
Nolan, Blackman fs an Ausiralian artist 
who at ihc age of 33 arrived here this 
vear with an imposing List of exhibitions 
and works "m the coBcction of . . * 

behind hun m Auslralia. And the opera¬ 
tive word is ■ behind" for while Nolan 
and Blackman are billed as Ausiraltan 
aritsts they can but regurgitate m a 
matter of months the assimfialed miirve 
background of their short working livct, 
for a newly acquired and more sophisli- 
caled background niu&r draw them with 
perccpiible tpeed mio the main stream 
of comemporary European painting and 
the title of Auvtrahan painting can be 
of short duraiion. 

Nolan's skill as a painter is so slight 
that 1 feel that he has shot hi| boh when 
he exhausted his childlike interpretations 
of Australian folklore but astute dealers 
and the haut ton will find a use for his 
slight but pleasant work, hut Blackman 
possesses a professional naively thaf cart 
cover up those aspects of his bad work* 
manship and at the same time give a 


Around the Galleries 


sheen of childish innocence to his slick 
professionalism. On the left as one 
eniers the gallery is a canvas that con¬ 
tains the iigu fc of a young girl and a 
crudely painted sithouelie of a boy and 
a casual glance would dismiss or acccpi 
this painung as a charming neo-primilivc. 
if it were not that the girl's fur hand has 
not l>een painted, but rapidly sketched 
in with the reverse end of the brush into 
the wet paint of ihe background. This 
is the professional naivety that liaunis 
all these puuiimgi. 

Biyari Robertson, of the Whitechapel 
Gallery, m the catalogue blurb, truces 
Blackman's formal roots m a painter 
beyond the Renaissance, even unto the 
Byzantium tradition, but for myself, t 
find that these iomnolc,sccnt, brightly 
painted creatures, drifting across a back¬ 
ground of meaningless graffito have 
more in common with tbe American- 
Jewish painlcrs of our generation than 
an Easlern Eitipire of the 12ih or 'Mth 
century. Blackman possesses the sad 
dream like quality of the American- 
Jewish Bernard Berlin, and from Ferlin 
he has learned to create a background 
of signs and symbols such as Ferlin uses 
with such good died m fits painting U 


the *’Two Jewish boys" in the Tate, but 
unlike Periin, Blackman hesitates to 
translate his dumb signs into statement?^ 
That Blackman will be drawn into the 
Establishment of accepted uvunr garde 
paimers now seems inevitable and this 
exbibilion must be regarded as his suc- 
cessfui springboard imo the big time 

Mary Brooks, the co-dirccior of ihc 
Woodstock Gallery, has crossed Oxford 
Street for a one woman show down in 
the New Vision Centre at 4 Seymour 
Place, W,J. She is the worst judge ol 
her own work, for she has chosen in 
reproduce two of her many bad canvases 
in her catalogue. This is unfortunate, 
for in at least three grid-like ahsirac* 
lions she has produced work of a lyric 
ond fitcrary quality in the true English 
vein. They possess the dream-hke vis¬ 
ion of Blake's backgrounds when the 
mystical is seen with the eye of inno 
ccnce, 

December is always a good monih foi 
I hose With money who aspire to join the 
esoteric ranks of the collectors for ihij 
is Ihc season of the year when the deal¬ 
ers cram as much of their small stuff 
upon their walls as they can, and all ai 
prices within the range of the well-heeled 


I 
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Christmas-present shopper». Dr. Roland, 
at his gallery at 19 Cork Streer U 1. has 
J69 canvases on display with prices that 
range from L400 Gns. for a tiny Boudm 
oil via a 609 Gns. chalk drawing by 
Augustus John to a 9 Gns. oil by Sussn 
Zileri, but my money, if I had any, 
would be considered well spent on i.»ie 
35 Gns, pen and wash Turn RowU’',T 
son, at the Sabin Gallery at 4 Co,-k 
Street Vk.l.. for under the iidj :f 
economic necess-ty. even thb suid gai*J 
lery has thrown its doors open to io* 
fiat-foOtcd seasonal hni po//oi and 1 an 
the one m the lorn mac. 

But the gayest exhibition of tl^ i 
arc a proles of Alan (Sam) Smrth 
the Portal Gallery at Ifia, Grafionl 
Si reef, W 1. These movable wo 
figures arc characters straight out wf 
old American Police Gazette illu 
tions. Here are the pugs, the wh 
and the singing barbers of that pub 
recorder reborn into a third dimen 
Carved and painted by a man 
own life is as bizarre as his creafi 
ihey would, if cast in clay be worthy i 
becoming collectors' pieces- At L10 ] 
time they arc beyond the pockets 
most of us, but for those w ho can ; 
it it is money well spent, f-^^r 
background of Sally Duckbury’s 
ing moiK»|>pc\ they iru^.. 

%eaion of myth and tradi£it>n 
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tmmon Market or Community? 


from page I 
Mr. Kennedy* (he Ameri- 
JideiiL had someihing to say 
, siib;eci at his News Confer- 
si week. c quote fmm the 
/Iranscripi ai length since we 
"en no mention of these sig* 
remarks in the British 

Mr. President, Semtur 
a ter has I'ndical ed h U opposition 
■ctiTTsrnc assoccnicd with the 
I M*rkci. Would you conuijcnl 
perhaps sum up for us the 
dffeci the Common Market 
avc^ on the American economy? 
Test j don’t know what the 
riated' means in the question, 
heard proposed that the 
ates should become a mernber 
in Market or associated 
Common Market in the Knie 
word lis ordrnariK used. 
jvi are coneerded about is that 
I the power to negotiate with the 
tth Mariet to protect cur ejcport 
The Common Market will 
. iremendcusty important mar^ 
nerican production- It is one 
where we have conocntraied 
recent years and repre^nls a 
potential for us in the 
njcuJarly when Great Britain 
A'c w-ani to, therefore, protect 
markcL 

int to keep the ratio of cJtports 
comparable to what it is to- 
I perhaps even improve it* because 
j are not able to export substan- 
^Dorc than we import wc arc going 
have to cut off all assistance 
ntnes abroad or begin to wiih- 
iroops home. 

i apend nearly three billion dollars 
[£1,000 miUjop] in keeping our 
and troops a broad. That repre- 
a three tnJIion doUar drain upon 
The only reason wc have been able 
fiord that is that w'e have a balance 
m Oiir favour of around 
Bon dollars. 

addition, we are coiHrcrned that 
nerkan companies who are locked out 
the Common Market because of their 
I high tariffs will feel that the only way 
f that they c^n get into the market will 
he through investing in Western Europe, 
and therefore we wilt have capital 
leaving which will cost jobs. Every 
lime an American hrm invests in 
Etirope and builds its oompaoy there, it 
hires European workers and not Ameri' 
can workcfi. W^c believe in the free 
flow of capital. We do not believt in 
capital exchanging. 

Tho'cfore, we have to have the ability 
to negotiate with the Common Market 
so that American goods can enter the 
Market and we wjN not have American 
capriil jumping the wall in order to 
compete. So that this is a matter of 
great importance to the Amertcao work- 
era and industiy' and the Afnerican 
eoQOniv. 

?l is in ihaf. t1 is because of that 
puna—as well as our desire lo asao- 
'.jw « closely as we can to Bjjrope, 
gjoing to be such an important 
aiMi —that we are conmder 

6.iftf wiail ouf trade pic'r.ijunk: will 
VBht IT you the w^rd ”aj.stjciaie" 
the C ummon. Markcl. or iK'Uiiny ihc 
Comiium Market, that i% out an accu- 
rate ckwnption of our p-'nicy. 

Wc believe Mr. Kewnedys* con- 
, cem thid Amcrkati indusirhili&is 
■ j^huuld be in a pcwiiipn to sell lo 
Europe rather thao engage in, for 
ihem, ihc ^ually profitable occu* 
Ipaiion of investing in Europe is 
[^euine enough. As the ipokestnan 
' of big business and at the same time 
bead of State his atlitudc ts one of 
greater responsibility to his class 
, than any individtiat industrialist 
I he inclined to show. Ken* 
dy is concerned with the problem 
[of uneniployrticnt which represents 
inc 7 per cent, of ihe working 
□pulalion, because obviously he 
alises that the task of government 
mainDming the economic and 
poJiiJc^l status quo. would be great- 


I) jcopurdised if another 2 or 3 
million American workers joined 
the dole queue. 

This consideration does not un* 
duly worry ihe Brilish ruling class 
at present. Already a number of 
the large industrial firms have done 
what the American President fears 
Ms industrialist friends will be doing 
on a large scale, I.C.I., Bowaters* 
Unilever, Lucas have European sub¬ 
sidiaries or have made consortiuin 
arrangemenis with their European 
counterpans. Only last week, v$x 
learned from the financial columns 
of the Guardian that Mr, Harry 
Ra el-Brook, chairman of the firm of 
that name, which claims to be the 
largest shirt-making finn in Britain, 
had directed part of his wealth 
into Italy and after 18 months 
production in his Turin factory was 
“confident that wiihin three years 
we shall be the biggest shirtmakers 
in Italy’’. Mr, Racl-Brook pat¬ 
riotically pointed out that one ad¬ 
vantage in manufacturing there w^as 
that taxation for his firm amounted 
to only 15 per cent, on the total* 
He now* has a second factory under 
construction in Italy. Need one 
point out that in the event of Briialn 
joining the Common Market. Mr. 
Rael-Brook might well find that it 
suits his interests to concentrate all 
his production in Italy? 

DO W’e think then that workers in 
this country and in the EEC will 
be w^orse off as a result of this new 
aligmnent of the capitalist system? 
Muteriaily, the answ-er is ihitl pro¬ 
bably on the whole they will be no 
worse off in the long run* for mass 
unemployment is today neither in 
the political nor finartcial interests 
of ihe ruling class. It may even be 
that the w*orking week will be re¬ 
duced to 36 hours in the next 
decade. But since the ruling class 
concede nothing except under 
duress, the price they wUl demand 
from the workers will be ever 
greater subservience. And this they 
will seek to achieve by insrsting on 
the mobility of Labour within the 
European “Community" and the 
maintenance of a permanent pool of 
unemployment, sufficiently large to 
create a feeling of insecurity in the 
worker and his family, but not so 
large as to either upset the markets 
or provoke movements of discontent 
and revolt. 

■k 

'Y^ESTBRN Capitalism is obvious¬ 
ly straining to keep up with 
the limes . .. and keep its privileges, 
Whai are the workers doing to 
destroy the society based on privi¬ 
lege and social and economic injus¬ 
tice in which they are the victims? 

Mr. Macmilian at a meeting in 
Sheffield* last week, told his audience 
that in ihis island wc have a "free 
society". The government had no 
pt*wer lo fix wages in private in- 
du.stry. nor in the nationalised in¬ 
dustries. "Of course we could take 
pow'er" he added. Thai would in¬ 
volve fixing profits, dividends and 
prices, But "it would be a shock- 
irtg admission of defeat to say that 
our people arc incapable of self- 
control and that the only way out is 
to be con I rolled by the government 
in every aspect of economic life". 
This is just whai we anarchists are 
cominuaily idling our fellow wor- 
ke rs. Donh Let i he goverjunen l 
control your lives, donT depend on 
the boss for your livelihood. You 
are the producers, take the means of 
production and produce for ihc 
needs of the whole communily! To 
accept anyihing less than that would 
be. in the Prime Mini.sier's words^ "a 
shocking admission of dercai". 


ECONOMICS, NEVILLE 
CHAMBERLAIN AND OS 


firM h)g ftiodtrn crcda-'quctzc 
rtiis imfH*jrd in ibc tiulumn af 
^li WBi called a 1 he iim to 

nicip up liurplm cash Aiirkcrs, re 

Lurried soldiers amt ihci? mvo who had 
hcfrt on work Thivic jear* WL.r 
wiLh revolulidfwry ferment (r 
t^I9 disgrunUod ex-^oldicr^ rinted, 

Cil. and smashed up certain lowm. 
eentrea. The rcvoluilon in Ruiiia had 
immeiUaicly sumulatcil idca^ of -tTcial’ 
ism. 

tluL big busri}cS5. with huge war prohis 
in band, mteni on drivmg workers 
back to prc-|Vl4 condition In 191 
the managers: of tltc large car firm 1 
worked fi>r toJd “VVe can afford to 
shut down for two years if neceMarv, 
and the shareholders won't lose—wc can 
pav them full dhidends regardles^s of 
what happens to you.'^ Our spokesman 
replied: *'We know you can—out of the 
mill ions you made m war profits,** That 
[hreat maLcrialised in 1920. Millions of 
skilled men were thrown oui of work 
for two years and more. Where there 
wai no dole men went to the woritbousc 
for out-relief—50.000 of ui in Coventry 
alooe. Wo pUyed hcil all round and 
wrung all kinds of conccsiions from 
authority. Very rr^ny of us spcnl the 
two years educaUtig ourselves—^reading, 
arguing and organising mceLings. In 
this '‘slump” thousands of firms were 
ruined* or near ruined. 

This deli berate squeeze was made pos¬ 
sible by lasting Germany under the 
name of Reparations. Germany was 
used, to beat j« with- 

J. M. Keynes resigned ifrom a Treas¬ 
ury post) when this policy wa.s pul over 
at the Versailles Peace Conference. He 
pointed out the inevitable consequences 
lo Brittsh industry of such brainless 
incpiitude. His book beenme a best 
seller. All his forecasts came irue—ruin 
m coal. Sleet, dirpbuitdmg, engineering 
and other basic industries. The miners 
fought this insanity up to and beyond 
the genemi strike of 1926—wc all foughi 
in some degree. Years of stagnation 
were followed by a neui slump in 1930- 
1931—unintended this time. Capitalism 
nearly collapsed, especially in the USA. 
Eteriers here were stampeded into voling 
Conservative through .superstitious fear 
and owe of money. Stagnation contin¬ 
ued after the siump due lo the strangle¬ 
hold of money-poW'Cr mampulaled by a 
backward-looking autocracy. TTiey 
skimmed the cream off a half-productive 
country and shared it with ifacir middle- 
class supporters, thereby creating pov¬ 
erty. 

Keynes contiruied throughout these 
years to teach expansionist finance to 
make capitalism abundant — wartime 
economics applied to peacetime. Social¬ 
ists, while condemning capitalism, were 
advocating and supporting the very re 
forms that saved ihe system from sslf- 
destructiDn, A dreary half-dead capital¬ 
ism fooled the people into disbelEef in 
their own creative powers. But the 
slump in USA provided the first proof 
of the Keynesian thesis in Roosevelt's 
New Deal—almost by acerdent it seems. 

The Hitler stampede provided another 
proof — Germany bursting with energy— 
‘‘guns instead of butter *. Keynes bad 
said "Spend sufficient money and ihc 
sysicm will work,” Asked '*What on?” 
he replied, ”Anyihing, You could dig 
holes and fin them up.*' in England, 
that apostle of oilhodox finance Neville 
Chamberlain, reflected exactly his coun¬ 
try's past financial danunance with 
“Don't worry about Hitler—/ can deal 
with him. Sooner or later he is baund 
w run out of moricy, and then he will 
have to come to us.'* So^ Chamberlain 
appeased Hitler—with other countries* 
money and freedoms. He never undcr- 
stpod that iwemicth -century production 
denumds mass consumption. This could 
provide very good ihiogs for all people 
—fif a raginij stupid sdfwh capiialism as 
in Ihe USA-^if a vast w'ar muchlne ai 
m Germany. 


That pitifully limited cocksure rran 
Erhamberlain. good by hi& own ^.undardi*', 
dominated ruling class Hf* 

ideas made war cenain—eoenuragtn^ 
fnfldmen A Icw^ weekr, before the war 
he broadcast aNiut the Japane:r “Soon¬ 
er Of later they will run oul n money 
, . , il nearly chopped my radio up 
if\ furious impoteiioc!) He neu %cni a 
Treasury representative lo offer HiiJer a 
loan of one thousand million pounds* 
vecking lo buy him oil Hiller of course 
was taking over assets and manufactur¬ 
ing money l»iscd on protluction. (When 
J say HitJer herc^ I mean that ihe red 
job w-as dorirc h> unknown expert.s, 
Hiller nemained a clairvoyani [unatic.l 

Wc moved on to an ineviiable war. I 
searched my radio night after night for 
viiaJ news. It came: Stalin had mm- 
inoacd Ibc Russian "parliament''. Soipe 
members were a week or more Iravelling 
from remote placcs-Hthere were eicuses, 
poiiponemenls—delegates late.) 

At last it came: the Soviei parliament 
had ratified fhc Sovtel’Cjcnfnan Pact. 
That meant war. Stalin had given Hitler 
the O K. Stalin bad put ihc rcspomii- 
biliiy for starting war on his own people 
—Stooges, but people—innocent mainly* 
Hitler wouldn*i dare mov# unlil he w-as 
sure of Rttssix—Stalin "prowed” by the 
vote that he earned Russia with him. I 
turned the radio off—I was grim. My 
wife asked "Art you going mad?" I 
told her "No, not me, r/je«i. All of 
them. .And our own stupid bastards as 
wreK ■ Next day Germany overran 
Poland. .A few days later Chamberlain 
declared war. 



AN ALTERNATIVE MUST 
BE RESISTED 



Later* when be fell, when he at last 
undersiood his vtupendoiu errors, he 
sasik towurds dcalh-Ldicd of sh am e. A 
man of reclitude. of orthodo.^y, he meant 
well, tried desperately lo avoid war—and 
made certain of it 

The basic reason for all this was that 
Chamberlain and the ruling class could 
not visualise financial change—not even 
With Keynes to prompt them. To them 
socialism was aho impossible, anathema* 
Any alternative to capitalism must be 
resisted—^by force if necessary. Weil, 
they had their war—and the people 
fought iL .Afterwards there was a par¬ 
liamentary election. Certain top people 
remembered the dangerous revolutionarv 
situation after |9l4-ig and decided on 
an alternative. Ideas for a kind of wel¬ 
fare slate had been prepared and it was 
obvious that a Labour government would 
be nerexrury. It would take 1,000 years 
to convert Conservatives to such ideas, 
so shock ireatmcnt was prescribed. Let 
Labour in. and Ihe workers would be 
divert ed into rebuilding capitalism. 
Problem—how could the election be lost 
to Ihe Conservafives? Simple. |et 
iho old war-horse Churchill loose—let 
him imiult everyone, left, right and 
centre, and he was hound to lose. He 
did—magnificently! Returned soldiers 
with blazing ey'cs used to say "Gel riif 
of the bloodthirsty old bastard 
Labour wa* elected—and fagv wcui up-- 
prcfabft went up—beer went up—laxes 
and -vcfylhitig else went up—except 
wages. Austcril> wav Ihc word Evrrv^ 


f'ne -A-as held b^v> to ?-r.ic the ^ ' 

Even rile ^^=5^^ crmiil r wi" 

Ihc ^atk if ^ - ‘-'d 

to gel a TT- Vi r»Ti. 

.And Ch uf chili? He, 

wem otf ti> Ameriv- m a uHhy 
iJl?|Ud and publkly declE-L'd the ^^Id 
Mar on Russia' 

But five years ol austerity me 
much for the Britidt—they wanted Uts 
dom, "’O they pul the Tono in. Thcr- 
was a great looMning up. rcslrictiou> 
w-ero abolrUhcd and scramhling for money 
became the order of the day. Accoani- 
anif told their big clrcnisi "Gel iri tivi 
get your pickings while you ctn—before 
it is too late.” They did! And tO did 
those in the middle-class who were abLe 
to. And the workers, settsirig all this, 
joined in and drove wages higher and 
higher by threats, strikes and all the cun¬ 
ning devices developed in past years of 
poveriy* Many large firm* were willing 
to pay high wages for high output— 
they thus built up businesses, retained 
theif workers and their customers, in dis¬ 
regard of “ofthodov'' capitalisl thought. 
These were/arc run bv progressive pro- 
fealorail managers who now form a new 
middle class. They are clever* energetic, 
understanding and inclined to do a deal 
with their workers. They keep iheir 
fingers crossed however because they are 
really as liable to the sack as their 
werkers if ihmgs go wrong. 

Finance capital is ajfronicd by all this 
—the poorer members of the old dying 
middle class arc mad with rage and 
envy, and employers in inUyslry depen¬ 
dant on cheap labour, can see the work- 
house. 

And so we reach the present squeeze, 
Lbe latest of the many atlcmpts to reduce 
w'Oges, to stabilise money and thu.s to 
enhance ihe richcii of the rich. The 
atsumptfon ji labour^ indusiry, ts 
going to be organised by the up and 
coming young men with middle eJa^ 
prelert&iooi. AlJ the brairUi wt|| be at 
the top and monetary' control will keep 
labour subservicni to the system. In 
other wordii "The accountants are mov- 
mg in.*' Internaiional bankers insist on 
this. After all "we'* now- ow’c them 
500 million pounds recentiy borrowed. 
All classes. Top, *MiddJc and tkntom 
have been collaring too much—so some¬ 
body must have icss. Everybody looks 
ai the workers: ‘The greedy basiards!*' 
Will the squeeze succeed? Ask Lord 
Rootes—be ts only the latesi mug lo try 
the "'Big man m^rng a stand". Once 
It was Alick Dick. .Another lime il was 
the London bus chief. The London 
■Airport chiefs still fancy themselves as 
hcroejf. All such men arc gambling 
fwith other peoples* money!) their 
business away. They are mugs for high 
finance, inteimationaf bankers, Rtatiy^ 
clever manafers arc business men—and 
mind their own business. 

And the workers? They work—and 
wait. Nobody can do without them, 
urtd they know iL The world bankers 
know it loo. Their sysiem ts in a mess 
—too aiiivh "enlcrprisc" and greed will 
burst iL iittfe and it will die. .A 
stable world currency is needed des¬ 
perately, and lime and greed art against 
il. The present stand for stability is 
vital for the system. As Ihe Guardian'i. 
City Editor put jt on November 20ih„ 
What Ft ai stake is the entire Western 
curfcncv syslem**—nothing less than the 
foundation of Western capitaEsm, 

Reg, Waictifi. 


Let’s see the 
colour of it! 

The deficit continues lo nrounl up 
week by week* and in spile of gene¬ 
rous support from ronic of our 
rcatlcni lo the Deficit Fund the gap 
is larger ihun ever, ti iiccms almosl 
cefiain that by the end of ilic year 
wc shall liiivc u deficit of £2itX)0 und 
that only luilf ihis amount will be 
covered by comribuiiijns to the 
Fund. 


Wc are only rcpcaunu the obvious 
when wc S4iy that llniinciully wc arc 
in u very serious po.sujon. Yet it 
is alsii obvious that many of our 
rciidcrs appear lo be unaware of this 
for vve estimate that approxiniatdy 
l.OtX) copies ihui arc dispatched each 
week eilhcr m stnglc copies or in 
bundles are not being paid for. 
Si^mc of these readers we know 
cunnoi afford to pay, and wc gladly 
send them copies free; some copies 
wc exchange with other journals, 
and some go lo groups* as on the 
West Coast of the U.S*, and Chicago, 
who ttoiiute to the deftcii Fund* 
But lhai still leaves us with some 
fi(K> copies which are not paid for. 
Il those readers wrote to say they 


did not wish to receive our publi- 
cations we vvould save in raw 
materials and postage atone £1 
(S2.801 per person per year or a 
loud of £600: and if they paid their 
subscriptions we should be £900 
bcUcr oil; in fad we would* with 
ihe donations to the deficit just be 
able to balance our budget. 

What about it* those of you who 
receive FRuroOM and Anarchy and 
never pul your hand in your money 
pockets? Let’s see the colour of jt. 
and before the end of ihis month t 
And to those who are paid up w'ith 
their subs, but think our effort 
worthwhile: **Don'i forget the 

Deficit Fund'", st 
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Weekend School at Cambridge 
on Workers’ Control 


ISih and l?)ih November ihe 
ioml Aifeiociaiion of LatKiui Siud- 
exit Organist iani held a weel».end sebaol 
on “Indus^irial Democracy and U'orkcri. 
Contror*. Cambridge University Laboiji 
Club hosli. and about 40 members 
01 siudeni Labour dubs in the Midlands 
and South worn present. NALSO is 
subsidised by the Labour Partj. but the 
member dubs nearly all pursue a vio¬ 
lently dissident line, the CND wing pre¬ 
vailing by about two to one. 

On Saiurday afiemoon we had Chve 
Jenkins, general secrcian' of ASSET, 
and Jim Garst, American labour joumal- 
isi, on 'A\liai w^eni wrong with the 
Unions”. Garst felt that their subscrip¬ 
tions are mos^y far too low. they should 
employ more full-time officials, and keep 
up much stronger and more constant 
pressure on the employers, instead of 
caking a Lilt at them whenever there is 
enough money in the strike fund. Jen¬ 
kins agreed, and thought that more 
unions should loUow ASSET s e.\amplc 
and pay their leaders salaries in the 
ei^ecuiive range. He gave a fascinating 
account of machinations at Blackpool 
and vigorously debunked ihe '^-miional 
interes;” cant which is curreDtiy being 
irnidseo about by Lloyd and company. 
Both speakers leU that the geographical 
structure of the unions is wTong: if the 
unions were to organise themselves by 
companies, with an officer taking charge 
of ail activity in all branches of an 
organisation, managements would not be 
able to play areas off a^inst each other, 
paying difi^erent rates to people doing 
the some job in different branches of the 
some industry; and union men would 
be able to uke advantage of the panicu- 
iar weak points in certain directors' 
dcferjces. 


profits as big as Unilever or ICL can 
v^c break away from the capitalist 
airuciure. This seemed rather improb¬ 
able but it wras quite persuasively stated. 
In the meantime, the onus was on the 
workers to extend their spheres of con- 
iiol; nobody else could or should do it 
for then:. 

The joaz rave in the evening was a 
great success, with lf>0 couples jiving to 
the University Jazz Band: vv^e were able 
to enjoy live modem pzz of a really 
high standard, despite a group of Welsh¬ 
men singing '"Avanii Popolo” at the bar 
where the celibates congregated. A profit 
w^s made of £16. which will help to pay 
ofi: the deficit on our club magazine. 
"•Cambridge Forward” (get a sample 
copy, only 1 Id. including postage, from 
D. Knowles, Clare College, Cambridge 
or Freedom Bookshop!), 

Next day Liljana Ristic, a Jugoslavian 
student in Cambridge, spoke about 
uoriters' control in Jugoslavia. She 
painted quite on attractive picture, which 
was supported by various people who 
had been on unpaid road-building holi¬ 
days there. The government lays down 
an overall plan, within which the co¬ 
operatives have quite a bit of scope. 
Thus if you are making soap you can't 
change ov’cmight to making margarine, 
but you can put in perfume if you think 


that will improve it, without consulting 
any outside authority. Workers elect 
committees which are changed at fairly 
frequent intervals, and if any imponant 
change is proposed they hold a meeting 
of the whole laciory. About 10 years 
ago. when the sy^steni was just catching 
on, there was an exceptional harvest; 
some farms used the extra money to 
buy tractors, others on a prolonged com¬ 
munal boo 2 c-up. Next year of course 
they learned the lesson of the'wise and 
the foolish virgins. 

There w'cre some questions about the 
extent to which the government inter¬ 
feres. There is a minimum wage, and 
beyond a certain point there is very 
hi^ taxation, so there is a more or less 
effective maximum for nearly everybody. 
Like every other country in the world 
Jugoslavia is short of lechnoiogists and 
scientists; so there are industrial and 
agricultural consultants whom the co¬ 
operatives can call in for ahon periods, 
and competition for their services is 
such that they don't waste all their 
talents on one small unit; and conversely 
every small unit can afford to have an 
'•expert'- in for a certain time. 

Then Tom Brown put the syndfeoJist 
point of view. He outlined the idea of 
the staynn strike as a weapon and called 
for its more frequent tise. Very^ few- 


people had hoard of the Syndicalist 
Workers' Federation, and it took him 
some time to get across to the largely 
middle<lass gathering of uni verity 
socialists. After ho had sketched a pic¬ 
ture of what Britain would be like as an 
anarcho-syndicalist country, he was 
asked how we would be able to co-exist 
with a presumably hostile outsi<Jc world, 
and was unconvinciifg in his answer. It 
is evident that not enough people have 
worked out how they would put an 
anarchist utopia *‘into orbit”—this is the 
real problem and until we solve ii 
anarcho-syndicalism will not succeed pn 
more than a limited scale, (Though, as 
Brown pointed out, it does function in 
modem indu:ary. in all kinds of ways, 
a lot more than most of us realise). 

In the afternoon Ken Weller, ABU 
shop-stewurd and direct-actionist, intro¬ 
duced a discussion on the problems and 
possibilities of workers' control. This 
was the best session, with many people 
contributing from their own experience 
and knowledge. He showed that it is 
not just workers' control we should fight 
for; not just the Bomb we should fight 
against. If workers’ control is to be 
revived it will come in a wave of direct 
aaion against the bomb, bosses, police, 
die lot. It is reaJJy encouraging that 
this idea is catching on, though there 


After lea John Hughes, lecturer at 
Kuskir. College, spoke on 'AVhat went 
wTOOg with National isation”. He said 
tho: people expect the nariorcilised in^ 
dostries to be run in the same w'ay as 
pri^aie ones. Thus we have the same 
capita list s^'siem. the same antagonism 
berween employer and employed, 
Hughes suggesied that only when all the 
main private industries have been nai- 
iorCihsccL and people have to stop asking 
wny ine Coal Board does not make 



Our Finances 


SEE PAGE 3 

HNANCIAL statement AT 
OECEM^R 1st [961 
WiKiC 4o 

Expenses; 4B weeks at £70 £3.360 

income from Seles & Subs,: 

Weeks I—47 £1.479 

Week 48 £24 

- £i.503 


DERCIT £1,857 


tS "Co-existence' a myth or a realisable 
possibility? Can we formulate some 
even more rational and more secure 
basis for the continuance of the 'systems^ 
which prevail over the greater part of 
the ^obe today? Christopher Mayhew, 
in his article in the on Novem¬ 

ber 7th. concludes rightly that competi¬ 
tive cp-existeoce is on inferior concep¬ 
tion, unsuiced to the new age which we 
are entering. 

Men of perception have long realised 
the truth of such a conclusion, K, £. 
Bouiding, professor of economics at the 
Universiiy of Michigan^ has written* chat 

"When we ask wfiere is the Great 
Revolution taking us^ the revolution that 
is science amd technology, the answer 
may emerge that the end produa of this 
revolution does not depend as raudi as 
we thought on the road which is follow¬ 
ed. It one presses the Communists on 
what they mean by communism—that is, 
that ideal state of society toward which 
they hope they are moving, and whic'n 
they do not now claim to have—the pat 
answer is, of course, that communism is 
a society in which we have 'from each 
according to his ability and to ^ch 
according to his needs'. I: they are 


•The U.S, and Revolution"—Centre 
for the Study of Democratic Instituiion. 


Go-existP 

pressed further on who is to be the Judge 
of need and ability, the answer seems to 
be that^ subjeci to the socialising forces 
of society, the individual is to be his 
own judge. Cenainiy no dictator can 
judge either the need or the ability of 
the innumera'ole variety of men. This 
means, therefore, that in tins ideal world 
people will decide what standard of tile 
they wish to adopt and than go out and 
earn the kind of income which enables 
them to support it. We are getting 
closer and closer to this in the United 
States. What the Communists mean by 
communism, therefore, turns out to be 
surprisingly like that affluent society 
which is also the end of capitalist de¬ 
velopment 

What, then, are the two monolithic 
power blocs—and, make no mistake, 
both blocs are now really monolithic— 
fighting for? Only one answer is appar¬ 
ent to the present writer—reLigioh. For 
communism is as much a religion to its 
adherents as Christianity is to its postu¬ 
lants, even more so because the "revealed 


«.« some are more equal than others 


OEHOT PUNO 

M*w V&rc: j.S. 

C*’ Loodofl; K.M. 7/3: Glasgow; 
J.n,' Z • ' Wolw■ riw mptop: 2/e: Wol- 

2/-: Oclord: G.LL 
' S./ ; Eoraoutb: A.£,K S/c: 
HcobiSk L' 2/e: DAlkArth; T.LB,. £/-: 

M.&, ;3/b: 0*fofd; Aaoji. S/< 
SmmIkAk: EW. 4/7, 

total fO 9 a 
<rii>nhrtirlQtr? 96$ 13 7 


m\ latAL TO DATE £980 3 6 
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News item: 2 

Lord and Lady Ednam ilew off to 
Rome ye^rday. 

Lady Ednam—better known as the 
acuess Maureen Swanson—lost her baby, 
bom prematurely, a few weeks ago. 

LMcc this week Lord and Lady Ednam 
will pick up a ship at Naples and sail 
away round the world to forget the 
strain of the past few mojiths. 


News Item; 1 

While King Saud of Saudi Arabia was 
having treatment for ulcers tn a Boston, 
Massachusetts^ hospital yesterday, one 
of his four wives took off her black veil 
and wem shopping. The reason given 
wa^ that it attracted too much attention. 

The Queen was seen to be a dark- 
haired, pretty woman of about 30, with 
almond-shaped eyes, ft took her ser¬ 
vants half-an-hour to unload her pur¬ 
chases from a fleet of royal Cadillacs 
when she returned to the hospital, 

i Dally H^raitl) 


(Sunday ^ictomh 



Vol 1 195J ; is Oac 

Vd 2 1952: PoitacDpi lo Foti«my 
V^3 fm: on Tml 

4 Liviiif on a Volcano 

Vol 5 The JnaaoteX Moiahiift 

Pa 6 1956: OU and Ti^iod Waicm 
Vol 7 19^: Year ^ Kgoik Era 
Vol S 195$: SoriglitTO in a WJwcbffiaif 
VoJ 9 1959: & fhibfic 

Voi 10 1940: The of Africa 

Eiofa vofusaei: paper doth 10>4 

The p^cr ediuoo of ^ SriactioBi 
available to readm of fS££D0M 
at 5/^ post free. 

PAOL ELTZBAfiffiK 
Anarchism (Seven EjtpQrfionts of ihe 
Anarchist Philosophy) doch II/- 



FREEDOM 


aHABlJlS HASmS 
Towwk a Free Society 2/6 
l^DOCF ftOCKRR 
Kalionalisai and Culture 
doth 21/- 

&aaca malatiesta 

A&ofdiy 94. 

I61K |i£WJ£TSON 
ilLHeaiih, Poverty and the Sute 
dod& 2/4 pspef 1/- 
VOLfitiE 

a Kinoineii-&:»dUas Ctho Russian 
Rovolytioci Betayod) doth 12/4 
The Ookaown Rovduiioa 
(Kramadt 192L Ukraine I9l8-2]> 
doth 12/6 


Marie-Louisc Bemcri. 1918-1949: 

A tribute 
doth Sh 

Journey Tiirough Utopia 
doth J8/- (USA. m 

PRESS PUBUGATiaNS 


Naiws Item: 3 

it looks as though Fiona. Baroness 
Thyssen, ia going to have a pleasant 
Chrisimas. .At a Christie's sale of 
mediaeval worki of an and Renaissance 
jewellery today, her father. Rear Admiral 
K. Campbcll-WaUer, bought two exqui¬ 
site ornamenu for i8J90 each. 

Although he was loth to comment 
himself, he is thought to have been buy* 
mg on bchatr of his son-in-law, the im 
mcnscly wealthy Baron Thyssen. who 
married Fiona Campbell* Wat ter in 1956, 

Two thirds of this sale, which totalled 
089,227. oonstsied of the coikciioo 
formed by the laic Paul Horst, it 
brought his son, Robert, £51,395, less 
conruniaston. 

Paul Horst was an American of Ger¬ 
man origin who ntadc money from hops. 
His son commutes between Paris, Swit¬ 
zerland and Deauville. 

The Duchess of Norfolk snuled a 
small, satisfied smile and left when the 
total for the objects from her husband’s 
colJeciion came to £10,437. 

(LondOiKf^s Diary) 


miih' is a relaiiveiy new and fresh con¬ 
ception and the disciples and followers 
have not yet had sufiScienc time to dis^ 
cover to the full its faUibiliiy. The 
parallel between commanisi-monopoly 
and the siiO developing christian^apitai- 
ist-monopoly is remarkable but untnis- 
takable. Both, like ail of man's inpi- 
lutioris, are very fallible and the question 
arises whether they are not, by their 
very size, mimical to man's best inter¬ 
ests. Both are apostles of ^’freedom’"— 
for ihe subjecis of ihe other side I Both 
have die ir .heretics who have been pub¬ 
licly pilloried and on both sid^ some 
have paid the ultimate penalty for their 
unbelief. Each has its holy shrine, its 
places of w'Orship and its proseiyiizers, 
each holding oat the inevitable 'carroC 
of material and/or spiritual-ethical well¬ 
being (a ‘tax-free- society on the one 
hand, the £1.000 a year income on the 
other). Each threatens the other with 
fire and brimstone If the holy land is 
invaded. The trappings of public de¬ 
monstration. the malleable crowds, the 
processions, the ritual speeches, could 
transposed, serve as well on the one side 
as the other. 

Why then is there no will for agree¬ 
ment, tolerance and peace? Is ii be¬ 
cause those ‘circles', on either side, who 
hold the reins of power are reluctant to 
put them down, to retire their fiery 
steeds to the by now' well-earned rest of 
the stables of peace? Are they, as seems 
indispucabk, intoxicated by their 'suc¬ 
cess' in manipulating their 'public 
opinion'? Of this latter condition there 
seems liule doubt. So long as The 
people' accept, without much questioning, 
the daily injection of propaganda— 
whether of communist doctrine through 
Pravda, hvesda and the Soviet radio or 
of 'democratic* docirme through the 
Tree' Western press and its radio—so 
long shall we continue at best to merely 
co-exist. Man, in his infinite variety, 
cannot long endure the existing condi¬ 
tion of ‘no-war', ‘no-peace'. If. as Eisen¬ 
hower suggested not so long ago, the 
governments of the world do not get out 
of his way and leave him in real peace 
then it will be. to put It mindly', just 
too bad for the governments- Let us 
sec, instead of consolidation within the 
existing blocs, un immediate move to¬ 
wards the "withering away'—of the blocs 
and of the states. A return to indivi¬ 
duality, a renunciation of monopoly is 
inevitable; let it begin now, 

B, C, BEvts, 


SREETING CARDS 

the generosity of an artist 
friend we have available a few cards 
which can be used for greetings. 

They carry no message, are folded 
cards printed wah six different lino-cut 
designs taken from diverse sources^ such 
as Cave painting, African carv'ing, etc., 
and were cut by palmer Bruno Manini, 
and printed in red or black. 

Available from Freedom Press now, 
at U. each including envelope, all pro¬ 
ceeds to the Press Fund. 
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, i'REEDOW. 

are people, who 

Oft iho ^ 

Discussion covered th^ ^LSP 
(then still going; strong); jjic \atiofl 
Coal Board and its disastrous-; p 0 j 
closing' down collit^rics in Walc^; 

Colliery in Scotland which rebp^ 
Oaober under workers^.csQntrol; 
gross the Committee oif'dOfl had 
made in the docks; the vested ' 
of the unions in struggle for j 
sake; the revolutionary jdca%‘* 
bridgeshire's most mihiant seb^je 
etc.p etc. About 4,30 
broke up so that various speakt^ t 
catch their irains. A collectic 
taken for the ELSP strike fund. 

So what did we achieve? Mayh 
very much. Very students 

much about workers' control, feweaf 
pin their hopes on it. But we 
talking about it, most of us fos -1 
time. Some may have been inspi'j? 
do some research—at any n 
weren't flogging a dead horse 
we can see how workers' concro 
and does succeed in various 
stances, Not only did we enjo^ 
selves; we learned from each 
Tim 
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LONDON 
ANARCNIST OROi 

CENTRAL MEETINGS 

meetings to be held at 
The Two Brewers, 

40 Monmmith Street, WC2 
(Leicester Square Tube) 

Sundays at 7,30 purr, 

DEC 10 ‘S,F.^ on: 

Illusion and Rcaliry 

DEC 17 Gramophone Recital by 
John Pilgrim on: 

Sex and Foik-Music 

DEC 24 No meeting: Satumalla^l 


OFF-CENTRE 
DISCUSSION MEETINCS 

1st Thursday of each month at S pj 
Jack and Mary Stevenson's, 6 
Road, Enfield, Middx, 

I-ast Wednesday of each month at S | 
at Dorothy Barosi's, 45 Twyf ord Ave 
Fortis Green, N.2. 

1st Wednesday of each month at S 
at Colin Ward's, 33 Ellerby St 
Fulham, S.W,6. 

3rd Thursday of each month at S p,iiu : 
Donald Rooum's, 14Sa Fellows Ro ' 
Swiss CottagCi N,W,3. 

Friday of ^ch month at S p,nu,atv 
Laurens and Celia Otter's, 57 Ladbroke: 
Road, W, 11. 

“^NB,-^Decenibej- meeting on 23rcL 


JAZZ CLUB 

This season's meetings are being held'at 
4 Albert Street Momingion Crescent NWl 
at approximately monthly intervals. 


ANARCHY Nos 1-9 

still Available 1/8 Post Free 


Freedom 


The Anarchist Weekly 

FREEDOM appears oa the first dim 
Salurdayb of each luonth^ 

On the last Saturday, we pohlhih 
anarchy, a 32-pagc joonial o< 
anOFchist Ideas (l/S or 25c. p<ut tree)* 


al Subscription Rotes to FREEDOM 
AN-4RCHY 

12 moAUu «/- (US, t CitwiUi 5S,00l 
S tS7- }$2*5C) 

2 months I/- (SI^ZS) 




AIR MAIL Subscription Rates 
(FREEDOM by Air Mail, 
.anarchy by Surface Mail) 

12 months SO/- {U.S, SOCOJ 


Posaul Subscription Rates to FSEEDOI 
only* 

I year (40 luuas) iW* (U.S. & S 

S moathk itsw) f/S (SI 
3 fflonUif 10 S/- ($0*7S) 


FREEDOM only, 

\ y*ar (40 imwj 40/- (56,00) 

Ch*q««, ?, 0 .'i aftd tAonoff Ordtfi shoutd 
m^« 0at to FREEDOM PRHS, crasiod j/C ?* 
««d 4 dd#*u*d to Onm ptfbtrihMV 

FREEDOM PRESS 

l7o MAXWELL ROAD 
LONDON. S.W,6. ENGLAND 
Tfll: RENOWN 3736. 


































